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ENV 1: Environmental Policy

Env 1-1 Disposition of Historic Bridges

ENV 1-2 Env. Doc. for State Projects

ENV 1-3 LCHIP Coord.

ENV 1-4 CLS Program Coord.

ENV 1-5 LWCF Coord.

ENV 1-6 GASB-49

ENV 1-7 Cult. Res. MOAs

ENV 1-8 Env. Permit Delegation

Env 1-9 Alteration of Terrain

ENV 1-10 NHF&G Coord.

ENV 1-11 Environmental Commitments

ENV 1-12 USCG Coord.

ENV 1-13 CZMA Coord.

ENV 1-14 Mixing Zones (DRAFT)

ENV 1-15 Stream Diversions (DRAFT)

ENV 1-16 EC Plans (DRAFT)



Water Quality

“We routinely work together 

through permitting programs, 

regulatory reforms, quality 

improvement initiatives…”

“Just as NHDOT is one 

member of every project 

team, alongside 

designers, engineering 

firms, support service 

providers, contractors, and 

maintenance 

professionals, NHDES is 

an integral part of that 

team as well.”



New faces/interpretations at DES

• Numerous new faces in new roles at DES
– Phil Trowbridge – LRM Program Manager (2 yrs)

– Ted Diers – Water Division, Assistant Director (1 yr)

– Darlene Forst – Wetlands Bureau Administrator (1.5 yr)

– Courtney Lockwood – LRM Legal Counsel (1 yr)

– Erin Holmes – Watershed Mgmt. Bureau Administrator (1 yr)

• Enabled a fresh look at regulatory reforms

• Rules revisions in bite sized pieces

• Focus on statutory area of jurisdiction

• BUT… places a little more scrutiny on us



Why more scrutiny?

• Clarifying and memorializing where:
– Wetlands jurisdiction STOPS, and where

– AOT jurisdiction BEGINS, and where

– Shoreland jurisdiction BEGINS, and where

– Watershed jurisdiction BEGINS.

• What does substantial equivalency 

mean…

• Federal partners reliance on implementing 

concepts of erosion and sediment 

controls…

• Having approved procedures helps!



Water Quality Procedures

• Socialize permitting requirements

• Adhere to WQ and Wetlands rules

• Set water quality expectations for permitting

• Develop consistency

• Streamline approvals in design

• Reduce construction paperwork by “front 

loading” the approvals

– Facilitate efficient construction

– Save time and money in construction



ENV 1-14 Turbidity Mixing Zones

• Establish repeatable, permittable 

standards that adhere to the 

Mixing Zone rules                     

(Part Env-Wq 1707)

• Provide construction flexibility

• Template Mixing Zone

• Designation of Mixing Zones

• Submit with permit applications

• Designated by Watershed 

Management Bureau



ENV 1-14 Turbidity Mixing Zones

• Template Turbidity Mixing Zone

• Available in all but unusual 

circumstances

• Demonstrates compliance with 

Env-Wq 1707.02 Criteria for 

Approval of Mixing Zones



Env-Wt 527.05(a)

Construction Requirements for Public Highway Projects

The permit shall be contingent on review and approval by 

the department [of Environmental Services] of final stream 

diversion and erosion control plans that detail the timing and 

method of stream flow diversion during construction and 

show temporary siltation, erosion, and turbidity control 

measures to be implemented;



ENV 1-15 Stream Diversions

• Complies with Env-Wt 527.05(a)

• Establishes repeatable standards 

for when DES needs individual 

stream diversion approval

• New terms:

– Unimpacted Riverine Waters of the 

State (URS)

– Routine Roadway Qualifying Activity 

(RQA)

– Stream Diversion (SD)

• No more “Clean Water Bypass”

• Up front flexibility



ENV 1-15 Stream Diversions

18” RCP

X



ENV 1-16 Erosion Control Plans

• Complies with Env-Wt 527.05(a)

• Establish repeatable standards

• Merges multiple program 

expectations

• Design-phase approval with 

permit application

• Erosion Control Plan Checklist

• No (or limited) DES construction 

phase approvals

• Fewer RFMIs



ENV 1-16 Erosion Control Plans

• Included in permit applications

• Basis for the SWPPP

• Included in contract documents 

either:

– Completed

– With needed items highlighted (when 

not available in design) for contractor 

preparation and submittal

• Revised “Strategies Sheet” to 

“Erosion Control Plan Narrative”



Some Changes may be Needed

• Use of the Erosion Control Plan Checklist and 

Erosion Control Plan Notes, and Erosion 

Control Plan Narrative instead of the Erosion 

Control Strategies Sheet

• New plan notes

• New plan details and terminology
– URS – Unimpacted Riverine Waters of the State

– RQA – Routine Roadway Qualifying Activity

– SD – Stream Diversion

• Anticipate some sort of training for staff



And while I’m at it…

Waters of the United States (WOTUS) Supreme 

Court Ruling

• May 25, 2023

• From “significant nexus” to “a continuous surface 

connection”

• RSA 482-A provides state level protection for wetlands, 

which will not change

• Affected…maybe?

– MS4/CGP discharges to WOTUS (EPA)

– ACOE discharges to WOTUS

– Plan revisions to identify ACOE v DES jurisdiction




